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than almost any part of your training. In addition, you will find a 
wonderful satisfaction in this truly personal service. You will in 
many instances receive from the patient and the patient's family, not 
only gratitude, but affection and lasting friendship. It's worth while, 
so much worth while, that I urge you again to so plan. 

Among the writings of Moses Miomonides, a famous Jewish 
writer of the Twelfth Century is to be found a Prayer for Physicians. 
In beauty of thought and expression it is so splendid that I wonder 
that it is so little known. A portion of the prayer is quite applicable 
to you : 

God, Thou hast formed the body of man with infinite goodness; Thou hast 
united in him innumerable forces incessantly at work like so many instruments, 
so as to preserve in its entirety this beautiful house containing his immortal soul, 
and these forces act with all the order, concord and harmony imaginable. But 
if weakness or violent passion should disturb this harmony, these forces would 
act against one another and the body return to the dust whence it came. Thou 
sendest then to man Thy messengers, the diseases, which announce the approach 
of danger, and bid him prepare to overcome them. The Eternal Providence has 
appointed me to watch o'er the life and death of Thy creatures. May the love 
of my art actuate me at all times, may neither avarice, nor miserliness, nor the 
thirst for glory, nor a great reputation engage my mind; for, enemies of truth 
and philanthropy, they could easily deceive me and make me forgetful of my 
lofty aim of doing good to Thy children. Endow me with strength of heart 
and mind so that both may be always ready to serve the rich and the poor, the 
good and the wicked, friend and enemy, and that I may never see in the patient 
anything else but a fellow creature in pain. 

O God, Thou hast appointed me to watch o'er the life and death of Thy 
creatures; here am I, ready for my vocation. 



GOOD THINGS AHEAD 



THE April number of the Journal will contain an article, "The Making of 
History in Nursing Education," by Richard Olding Beard, M.D., and also 
his picture. Hundreds of nurses scattered about the country who have read his 
defense of our standards in the Pictorial Review and who feel most grateful to 
him for his interpretation of our aims will be glad to read this new article by 
Dr. Beard and to see his face. 

The April Journal will also contain an article by Miss Goodrich, in the 
Department of Hospital and Training School Administration, on Plans for Cen- 
tralizing Nursing Schools. Miss Goodrich is delightful on any subject. Her 
paper will be followed in the May Journal by a detailed plan for working out a 
central school, by Harriet Gillette. 



